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This course will focus on the contribution that Plato has made to the history of Political Thought through a close reading/interpretation of The Republic. Plato’s ideas represent the development of ideas about justice, history, philosophy and political action which provide the foundation for the Western perspective on the world. We will examine his ideas through the exposition of a number of specific themes which connect them to our more modern discourse about the nature of political action and ideology. 

The Life and Work of Plato

As a citizen of Athens, Plato’s life was a product of a society dominated by war outside of the state and the direct practice of democracy within it. Above and beyond these influences, however, one must turn to Plato’s mentor Socrates (469–399 B.C.) to understand Plato’s thought. Socrates was the self-appointed gadfly of Athens. Avoiding the Assembly in favor of more private audiences, he questioned and occasionally ridiculed the assumptions upon which Athenians built their beliefs. While this won Socrates many young followers, it also earned him numerous enemies. This led to his being brought to trial on charges of impiety and corrupting the youth of Athens in 399 B.C.. His defense, recorded in Plato’s Apology, failed to sway the jury in his favor, and he was condemned to death. While he could have escaped, Socrates chose death. Socrates’ death was the major formative event in Plato’s youth, turning him away from politics and toward philosophy. His early writings, primarily records of the words of Socrates, displayed Socrates’ famed teaching method of conducting informal question-and-answer sessions with small groups of men. After spending more than a decade away from Athens after Socrates’ death, Plato eventually returned to found the Academy. There he attempted to turn aspiring politicians into “philosophic statesmen”. He also attempted to turn kings toward philosophy, both through correspondence and personal visits to their courts. Plato died in Athens in 347 B.C., leaving behind the unfinished manuscript to The Laws. 

GRADING: 


Journal   10%

Students will keep a Journal of their observations on WebCT. 




Mid-Term Test  25%

A test consisting of a choice of 2 out of 5 essay questions will take place on October 18 in class and cover ideas in Books 1-4.




Annotated Bibliography and Short Essay  25%

The essay topics will be discussed in class. 




Final Assignment    40%

The final assignment will consist of a number of essay questions (probably three of six) which require the student to discuss ideas in Books 5-10.
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COURSE OUTLINE








        Fall 2006

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

Plato, The Republic, Translated with notes and an Interpretive Essay by Allan Bloom. New York: Basic Books, 1968.

 Available at the Lakehead Alumni book store.
Any form of “Academic Fraud” as outlined in the Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures (see also University Calendar Regulation IX) will not be tolerated in this course.
Class Schedule

September 11-13 
Introduction: What is Political Thought?




Reading: Preface


September 18-20 
Reading: Book 1


September 25-27 
Reading: Book 2


October 2-4 

Reading: Book 3

October 9-11 

Reading: Book 4


October 16-18 
Review and Mid-term Examination 


October 23-25 
Reading: Book 5
    October 30-November 1  
Reading: Book 6


November 6-8  
Reading: Book 7


November 13-15 
Reading: Book 8 

November 20-22 
Reading: Book 9 

November 27-29 
Reading: Book 10


December 4 

Final Assignment 

